
January 2025

COURAGE2REPORT
Monthly Activity Summary



JANUARY 2025
• 116 Incidents
• Most Common Type > School Shooting Threats (21)
• Busiest Day > Thursday (32)
• Mode of Submission > PC Web Browser (43) 
• Peak Reporting Time > 8:00 PM-9:00 PM (21 tips)
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Comparison: January 2024 & January 2025
Key Highlights: 
• School Shooting Threats increased from 12 in January 2024 to 21 in January 2025.
• Bullying reports dropped significantly from 20 to 11.
• We’ve seen a rise in Drug-Related Incidents, from 1 to 6.
• Sexual Offenses and Threats to Kill both rose, as well:  

o Sexual Offenses 2 to 5
o Threats to Kill 10 to 12

• Assaults
o Physical Assaults increased from 10 to 12
o Verbal Assaults decreased from 3 to 2

Overall, the total number of tips increased from 108 in January 2024 to 116 in January 2025, indicating a 
7.41% increase in reported incidents. This could be a sign of a higher awareness and willingness to 
report incidents.  These changes underscore the need for ongoing vigilance and targeted interventions to 
address school safety concerns effectively.

We processed 35 
HandleWithCare 

notifications 
to schools throughout the 

month.



C2R Awareness

1. Word of Mouth (16)

2. Internet (14)

3. Law Enforcement (6)

4. Flyer /Poster (3)

5. Public Service 

Announcement (2)

This information is provided by reporters who 
chose to provide the additional information when 
submitting a tip; it is not a required field. This 35% 
response rate provides a sample worth exploring 
with marketing and promotional opportunities.    



Gen Z seeks safety above all else as the generation 
grows up amid constant crisis and existential threat
Published: January 30, 2025 8:47am EST

The article discusses how years of partisan politics and divisive language have 
created an environment of fear and uncertainty, impacting young people's emotional 
well-being. A survey of 1,644 U.S. adolescents revealed that safety is their top 
priority, surpassing traditional teenage goals like popularity and fun. The 
constant exposure to crises such as school shootings, climate change, financial 
instability, and the pandemic has heightened their sense of danger, despite data 
showing that life is generally safer now. Adolescence is a critical period for brain 
development, making young people especially vulnerable to fear-driven messaging 
prevalent in media and political rhetoric. This has implications for their mental 
health, with increased rates of anxiety and depression. Historical events have 
shown that generational experiences shape worldviews, and today's youth, growing 
up amid compounded global crises, will likely carry these fears into adulthood, 
influencing their decision-making and collective identity. Despite these challenges, 
adolescents still value qualities like kindness and community, indicating a 
duality in their aspirations. The article calls for a broader societal understanding 
of the factors shaping adolescent development and the need for research to support 
their well-being.   Click here to read the full article.

https://theconversation.com/gen-z-seeks-safety-above-all-else-as-the-generation-grows-up-amid-constant-crisis-and-existential-threat-245455
https://theconversation.com/gen-z-seeks-safety-above-all-else-as-the-generation-grows-up-amid-constant-crisis-and-existential-threat-245455


This article highlights how many U.S. states are passing laws to regulate and protect children's and 
teens' use of social media. In 2024, about half of the states enacted over 50 bills to ensure supervised 
online activity for minors. These laws include requiring parental consent for social media use, banning 
targeted marketing, and recognizing child influencers as workers. States like California, Utah, and 
Florida have introduced measures to limit data collection, verify age, and protect minors from targeted 
ads.

• Almost half of teens ages 13 to 17 said in 2024 they are “almost constantly” online and virtually all of 
them use the internet every day.

• Approximately 40% of children ages 8 to 12 use social media on a daily basis.

• Research shows that adolescents who spend more than three hours a day on social media have 
an increased risk of anxiety and depression.

• Almost half of teens have faced online bullying or harassment, with older teen girls most likely to 
have experienced this. Social media use has been linked to self-harm in some cases.

Click here to read the full article. 

https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/2024/12/12/teens-social-media-and-technology-2024/#:%7E:text=Amid%20national%20concerns%20about%20technology's,10%2C%202024
https://www.bakercenter.org/screentime-1
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/17/opinion/social-media-health-warning.html
https://www.pewresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/20/2022/12/PI_2022.12.15_teens-cyberbullying-2022_FINAL.pdf
https://www.yalemedicine.org/news/social-media-teen-mental-health-a-parents-guide
https://theconversation.com/teens-on-social-media-red-blue-and-purple-states-are-all-passing-laws-to-restrict-and-protect-adolescents-245916
https://theconversation.com/teens-on-social-media-red-blue-and-purple-states-are-all-passing-laws-to-restrict-and-protect-adolescents-245916


This article from the New York Times discusses the aftermath of the 
deadliest school shooting in Georgia's history at Apalachee High 
School, where two teachers and two students were killed. Since the 
incident, over 700 children and teenagers across at least 45 states 
have been arrested for making violent threats against schools. The 
wave of threats has terrified students and parents, disrupted school 
attendance, and forced the closure of many campuses. Experts note an 
increase in threats following high-profile shootings and at the start of the 
school year, which has been exacerbated this fall.

Law enforcement and schools are overwhelmed with investigating these 
threats, many of which are unfounded. The proliferation of threats is 
partly driven by social media, with posts being reshared and spreading 
across platforms. The police must fully investigate every threat, leading 
to frustrations and exhaustion among law enforcement agencies.

Some experts attribute the rise in threats to the lasting effects of 
the pandemic, social media, and exposure to high-profile violence. 
There are concerns about the police's response to these threats, 
especially the arrest of many children, which could damage trust and 
have long-term negative effects on the students' futures.

Experts also stress the importance of addressing underlying emotional 
issues and providing counseling and mental health services to students. 
Schools are struggling with understaffing and lack of funding to 
adequately support the growing number of children in need. The article 
also highlights the complexity of the issue and the need for a nuanced 
approach to handling school threats.

By: Troy Closson and Shaila 
Dewan

Published Sept. 25, 2024
Updated Sept. 26, 2024

Click here to read the article.

https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/25/us/school-violence-threats-student-arrests.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/25/us/school-violence-threats-student-arrests.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/25/us/school-violence-threats-student-arrests.html


WHERE WE’VE BEEN, WHERE WE’RE GOING!
Past: 

• 1/3/2025: Franklin Co. R-II New Haven Teacher 

Presentation

• 1/28/2025: Franklin Co. R-II New Haven  Student 

Presentation

• 2/4/2025: Rockwood R-VI Administration 

Presentation

• 2/5/2025: Columbia CES Academy Training

• 2/14/2025 : Troy Eastern MO Administration 

Presentation

Future:

• 3/3-3/4/2025: Columbia CES BTAM Conference

• 3/13/2025: Lake of the Ozarks CIT Conference

• 4/9-4/10/2025: MSHP Troop I Career Fair



Join us at CES’s 
BHTA conference!



Please see below for resources and programs relevant to assessing and 
responding to anonymous threats of violence in the K-12 environment:

• Anonymized Threat Response Guidance: A Toolkit for K-12 Schools
• Averting Targeted School Violence: A U.S. Secret Service Analysis of Plots Against Schools
• Bombing Prevention Assistance for K-12 Schools
• Enhancing School Safety Using a Threat Assessment Model: An Operational Guide for 

Preventing Targeted School Violence
• Guide for Developing High-Quality School Emergency Operations Plans
• K-12 Bystander Reporting Toolkit
• National Network of Fusion Centers Fact Sheet
• Protecting America’s Schools: A U.S. Secret Service Analysis of Targeted School Violence
• Resources for Swatting and Hoax Threats
• School Safety Communications Planning Guide
• Social Media Threat Guidance for School Staff and Authorities Infographic
• Tabletop Exercise Packages

Resources

https://www.cisa.gov/resources-tools/resources/k-12-anonymized-threat-response-guidance
https://www.secretservice.gov/newsroom/reports/threat-assessments/schoolcampus-attacks/details-0
https://www.cisa.gov/resources-tools/resources/bombing-prevention-assistance-k-12-schools
https://www.secretservice.gov/newsroom/reports/threat-assessments/schoolcampus-attacks/details
https://www.secretservice.gov/newsroom/reports/threat-assessments/schoolcampus-attacks/details
https://rems.ed.gov/GuideK12.aspx
https://www.cisa.gov/resources-tools/resources/k-12-bystander-reporting-toolkit
https://www.dhs.gov/national-network-fusion-centers-fact-sheet
https://www.secretservice.gov/node/2565
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2024-10/24_0930_opa_swatting-hoax-threats-final.pdf
https://www.nc2s.org/resource/school-safety-communications-planning-guide/
https://www.cisa.gov/resources-tools/resources/social-media-threat-guidance-school-staff-and-authorities-infographic
https://www.cisa.gov/resources-tools/services/cisa-tabletop-exercise-packages


Remember, it’s crucial to report all social media threats to 
Courage2Report and your local law enforcement! This helps 
track trends and ensures threats are thoroughly investigated. 
As always, treat all threats as real until they are fully vetted.

Also, it’s important to remind students and parents to report 
and not repost! This can prevent the spread of fear and 

misinformation.

Resources The Missouri Information Analysis Center (MIAC) has taken 
proactive steps by preparing an informational bulletin to assist 
law enforcement in identifying and mitigating threats to public 

and school safety.

For access to the Emergency Disclosure
Request Guide and Preservation Request

Template, contact Courage2Report:
courage2reportmo@mshp.dps.mo.gov

866-748-7047
MIAC: 866-362-6422

mailto:courage2reportmo@mshp.dps.mo.gov


Want promotional items for 
your school?

Items we have available:

Brochures

Bookmarks

Pencils

Magnets

Waterproof stickers

Posters in English and 

Spanish

Click here for the 

promotional items order 

form.

These items are free to 

you. We also ship them 

at no cost.

https://www.mshp.dps.missouri.gov/MSHPWeb/Courage2ReportMO/documents/UpdatedPromotionalItems.pdf
https://www.mshp.dps.missouri.gov/MSHPWeb/Courage2ReportMO/documents/UpdatedPromotionalItems.pdf
https://www.mshp.dps.missouri.gov/MSHPWeb/Courage2ReportMO/documents/UpdatedPromotionalItems.pdf


Contact Us
Missouri State Highway Patrol 
MIAC Administrative Line: 866-362-6422 
Email:courage2reportmo@mshp.dps.mo.gov 
Website: www.courage2reportmo.com

Ways to report:

https://p3campus.com/tipform.aspx?ID=5250
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