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OVER NINETY YEARS OF SERVICE AND PROTECTION
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The Missouri State 
Highway Patrol played 
an essent ia l  par t  in 

each moment of inauguration 
day. During the inauguration, 
troopers stood with the newly 
inaugurated Governor Mike 
Kehoe on the steps of the 
Capitol, amongst the crowd, and 
at the edges of the celebration 
in the blistering cold weather, 
coordinating to ensure the event 
was safe for all who were there. 

After  a s i tuat ion that 
required quick thinking and 
self-control, Governor Mike 
Kehoe honored Trooper Trey A. 
Gaedke (C) and Trooper Justin D. 
Hedrick (C) during the Salute to 
Heroes ceremony. Their bravery 
and composure during a pursuit 
and officer involved shooting 
was recognized. 

Though some began their 
day before sunrise, the Missouri 
State Highway Patrol stood 
watch at the Inaugural Ball, 
ensuring the safety of the newly 
inaugurated governor and all the 
attendees until after midnight. 
Troopers could be found around 
every corner of the Capitol, 
on each floor, hallway, and 
staircase. They provided vital 

support to Governor Kehoe, 
the guests, and the State of 
Missouri, fulfilling their duties 
with precision, honor and care. 

Not only did the troopers 
work hard to keep the party-
goers safe ,  but they also 
presented a kind hello and a 
positive presence during the 
event. Attendees walked up to 
them, asking questions, needing 
directions, and more. The 
troopers were always happy to 
help, whether the task consisted 
of helping an elderly woman find 
a seat or guiding a guest to the 
bathrooms. 

All day, MSHP troopers 
stood watch, honoring their 
oaths as they worked to ensure 
elected officials could swear 
theirs. Some came from troops 
far away from Jefferson City. 
Some stood for hours on end, 
and some worked through 
aching feet , icy hands and 
hungry stomachs, but they 
did it all with an attitude of 
service for the protection of all 
those around them. In this, their 
commitment is clear, and their 
willingness to take on any task 
for the people of their beloved 
state is showcased. 

T
Emilee Kuschel (Q/PIED)
Public Relations Specialist
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Virginia I. Paul
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to 1997
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MISSOURI STATE HIGHWAY PATROL
General Headquarters

P.O. Box 568
1510 E. Elm St.

Jefferson City, MO 65102-0568
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